MARLBOROUGH
but William shook him off. He did not mean to be persuaded.
" I have but just time to tell you," wrote Marlborough about
September 18, " that as the king went into his coach he told
me that he would write to me, by which I understand that I
am not to stir from hence till I hear from him. . . ." 1 The
King quitted Holland suddenly, leaving Marlborough thus
chained to his post. Several weeks passed before the
efforts of Godolphin and Albcmarlc secured him permission
to come home. On the very day his letter of recall arrived
Marlborough learned that Parliament was dissolved and that
Godolphin had resolved to resign.
Other anxieties, apparently serious, had arisen before
William's departure about the ceremonial to be observed
upon King James's death.
Loo
September 16/27, 1701
* The King just took notice to me of the mourning and com-
manded me to write to the Princess to let her know that he should
mourn for King James, but that he intended to put himself his
Coaches and .Liveries in mourning but not his apartments, and
that he desired the Princess would do the same, by which he meant
she should not put St James's in mourning ; so that if she had
thoughts of it, you see it can't be. So that you will be pleased
to give my humble duty to her Highness, and that I beg she will
give you leave to turn this business so as that it niay be well taken
of the king, and consequently do her Highness good in England.
For if after this she should put her house in mourning, for God's
sake think what an outcry it would make in England. 2
The election belied King William's hopes. Although a
cluster of his personal assailants and many Jacobites lost their
seats in the Whig attack, the Tories were found to have, as
Marlborough had predicted, a very solid core. They actually
carried Harley back to the Speaker's chair in the new Parlia-
ment by a majority of four. The two parties were so even
that, for all their hatred, they could scarcely maul one another.
This in itself was a gain; but, on the other hand, the Tory
rage against the King was mortal. They held that he had
1  Marlbotough to Godolphin, September 1701,
2  Marlborough to Godolphin.
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